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     As you remember from our previous newsletter, the community center at Evergreen has been leased out to a group from 
Illinois. Pastor Sutton has not yet obtained a key so we have been blessed to locate someone in the housing with a key to open 
doors for our worship.  The pictures above show how we had to improvise due to the clothing, boxes and other things taking up 
space in the area we normally use for worship. We determined the bench would work for the altar and the altar cloth could be 
held in place with cans of food.   The lectern/pulpit was a group of canned foods stacked up.  The wall behind worked for the 
projector to show the service and hymns. On this particular Sunday, we had special guests, Suzanne and Don Grosz, from NY, 
who made worship special with their violin, guitar and beautiful voices. They also had a wonderful lesson and craft with the 
children. Suzi and Don are pictured upper right with Lindsey, whom they remember from previous visits.    
 

                                                                  
 

     Thrivent Financial Action service project seed money helped provide a nutritious meal of fried chicken, cole slaw, and other 
goodies.  It also paid for most of the 360 prizes that were given away at the six fun carnival booths that day. It was a great turn-
out with approximately 60 people. Each person received a chain necklace with dog tags reminding them of God’s care, God’s 
love, God’s forgiveness, etc. and reinforced with Bible verse on the back of each dog tag.  

Larry Belitz had a very informative and 
thorough flannel board to teach about 
Martin Luther and the Reformation.  
Later that Sunday, a little boy told me 
we couldn’t buy a paper to go to heaven 
but heaven is free from Jesus who died 
on the cross.  I always enjoy these 
comments and realize that someone was 
listening well.   It was a beautiful 70 
degree day and children were in and out 
during the service.  Later, we found 
some ‘graffiti’ on our dirty church vans.  
Made us smile!  



 

   
 

     Everyone received a bag to hold their prizes and Bible lesson card from each of the booths.  Above, you can see Larry Belitz 
at the “First Sin” booth bobbing for apples and Aaron Sutton at the fishing booth explaining the “Fishers of Men” Bible lesson 
card.   Below, Jim Tilley helps out at the “David and Goliath” booth (yea for nerf guns!), Donna Utecht and Jeff Falin help at the 
“Pumpkin Prayer” booth.   Some of the prizes consisted of balloons, plastic cup with candy, glow stick or bracelet, candy and of 
course the apple! 
 

                                 

                     
 

     Pastor Sutton and wife Sarah worked at the “Good Shepherd” booth, where a lamb with their name written on had to be placed 
in the pasture of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.  Pastor Sutton’s daughter, Elizabeth, helped at the “Lost Coin” booth, where large 
coins had to be tossed in a pumpkin pail.  Some of those boys were very good at this game.  We feel everyone enjoyed themselves, 
and we also enjoyed seeing some of the parents with their children taking part in the Reformation Fall Carnival.  One parent told 
us they planned to read a Bible lesson paper to their children each night that week. 
This past Sunday, we were surprised to find the door open for us and a nice warm fire in the wood barrel stove.  The message from 
Pastor Albert Sutton was the widow and Elijah.  Pastor emphasized how God takes care of us, and he also mentioned how we need 
to be good stewards of what God gives us, share and also be thankful.  Pastor always does a wonderful job of presenting the 
Gospel.   Larry had a great Christian trick that showed how the oil and flour just kept coming day after day after day.   Diane 
reviewed creation, the first sin, and had a lesson on the first brothers, Cain and Abel, and God’s forgiveness for all sin, no matter 
how big or small. God looks at our heart.                                         
     We ask for your prayers as we enter into Advent and prepare to share and celebrate Jesus’ birth with those God would have 
come to hear His Holy word.  Thank you, God bless you, your families and churches this Christmas season. 


